Private Equity Investment in the Information Industry

Private Equity and Venture Capital

Selected Acquisitions in Publishing and Library Automation Systems Marketplace

Acquired Company

Acquiring
Firm

Date
Acquired

Price

Partners
(If Any)

Date
Sold

Buyer

Price

BertelsmannSpringer
academic publishing
[now called Springer]

Candover

September
2003

$1.23
billion

Cinven

Bureau van Dijk

Candover

November
2004

Not
disclosed

BC
Partners

$966.6
million
(estimated)

DRA (Data Research
Associates)

Sirsi

May
2001

$51.5
million

Seaport
Capital

Dynix merged with
Sirsi, forming
SirsiDynix

Vista
Equity
Partners

December
2006

Not
disclosed

Endeavor
Information Systems

Francisco
Partners

November
2006

Not
disclosed

Ex Libris

Hebrew
University
of
Jerusalem

Not
disclosed

Not
disclosed

Walden
Israel,
Tamar

Technology
Partners,

Ex Libris

executives

Francisco
Partners

$62
million

Geac

Golden Gate
Capital

November
2005

$1 billion

Houghton Mifflin

Blackstone

December
2002

$1.672
billion

Bain
Capital,
Thomas H.
Lee

December
2006

Riverdeep

$1.75
billion &
$1.61
billion debt

Infotrieve

Trident
Capital

November
2007

$5 million
investment

Boston
Millenia
Partners,
Signal
Equity
Partners

Infotrieve

Trident
Capital

January
2004

$21.8
million
investment

Boston
Millenia
Partners,
Signal
Equity
Partners

Inmagic

Edison
Venture
Fund

December
2007

$5 million

Kluwer Academic
Publishers

Candover

November
2002

$591
million

Cinven

Sirsi

Seaport
Capital

September
1999

Not
disclosed

HM Capital

December
2006

Vista
Equity
Partners

Not
disclosed

Thomson Learning

(higher education),

renamed Cengage
Learning

Apax

May
2007

$7.75
billion

OMERS
Capital
Partners

Thomson Medical
Education

ABRY
Partners

April
2007

Not
disclosed

(Note: Cengage Learning acquired Houghton Mifflin’s College Division in December 2007 for $750 million.)
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